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henry friedlander explores in chilling detail how the nazi program of secretly exterminating the handicapped and disabled evolved into the systematic destruction

of jews and gypsies tracing the rise of racist and eugenic ideologies in germany he describes how the so called euthanasia of the handicapped provided a practical

model for mass murder thereby initiating the holocaust based on extensive research in american german and austrian archives as well as allied and german court

records the book also analyzes the involvement of the german bureaucracy and judiciary the participation of physicians and scientists the motives of the killers and

the nature of popular opposition friedlander also sheds light on the special plight of handicapped jews who were the first singled out for murder

offering a multidimensional approach to one of the most important episodes of the twentieth century the columbia guide to the holocaust offers readers and
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researchers a general history of the holocaust while delving into the core issues and debates in the study of the holocaust today each of the book s five distinct

parts stands on its own as valuable research aids together they constitute an integrated whole part i provides a narrative overview of the holocaust placing it

within the larger context of nazi germany and world war ii part ii examines eight critical issues or controversies in the study of the holocaust including the

following questions were the jews the sole targets of nazi genocide or must other groups such as homosexuals the handicapped gypsies and political dissenters also

be included what are the historical roots of the holocaust how and why did the final solution come about why did bystanders extend or withhold aid part iii

consists of a concise chronology of major events and developments that took place surrounding the holocaust including the armistice ending world war i the

opening of the first major concentration camp at dachau germany s invasion of poland the failed assassination attempt against hitler and the formation of israel

part iv contains short descriptive articles on more than two hundred key people places terms and institutions central to a thorough understanding of the holocaust

entries include adolf eichmann anne frank the warsaw ghetto aryanization the ss kristallnacht and the catholic church part v presents an annotated guide to the

best print video electronic and institutional resources in english for further study armed with the tools contained in this volume students or researchers

investigating this vast and complicated topic will gain an informed understanding of one of the greatest tragedies in world history

the volume reproduces a set of recently published articles demonstrating the embeddedness of nazi genocide and other crimes against humanity in a german

society that was haunted by practices of denunciation far from being an inexplicable invasion of evil into otherwise sound german society the genocide and other

crimes against humanity were committed not merely by members of ss organizations but by common people civilians and military men alike within germany as

well as in occupied territories during the late 1930s and world war ii although analyzing the past the book also seeks contribute to current debates on the causes

of genocide and other crimes against humanity

enzo traverso s understanding the nazi genocide draws on the critical and heretical marxism of walter benjamin and the frankfurt school

they span the postwar period up to contemporary u s legal efforts to deport nazi criminals within its borders and libel suits brought by holocaust deniers in british

and canadian courts and they reveal new perspectives on the present and future implications of these trials book jacket

this work is an analysis of the ideology causal patterns and means employed in the nazi genocide against the jews it argues that the events of the genocide

compel reconsideration of such moral concepts as individual and group responsibility the role of knowledge in ethical decisions and the conditions governing the

relation between guilt and forgiveness it shows how the moral implications of genocide extend to linguistic and artistic presentations of the nazi extermination of
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the jews

this eye opening book highlights the role of elites in constructing systems of persecution and extermination during the holocaust being highly educated or living

within a certain social class doesn t prevent us from being lured into destructive systems especially when they operate to our benefit the perception that the

holocaust was largely a crime carried out by ill educated thugs acting on nationalistic hysteria and xenophobic prejudice is a myth leaders from many sectors of

society including industry science and religion came to support and enable the nazi government often due to the ways in which they were able to profit and

benefit from the policies of persecution and genocide with both a social science and historical approach lethal elites highlights and assesses the ways in which the

influence training and expertise of the most powerful and best educated were used in service to the genocidal agenda of the national socialist regime

this volume includes twelve studies mostly based on research results presented at two workshops of the european science foundation international project nazi

occupation in europe the impact of national socialist and fascist rule in europe 1938 1950 research team persecution of the jews the attempt to analyze the

attitudes and behavior of the populations in different countries ruled or occupied by the nazis and their allies germany the netherlands belgium france poland

lithuania romania russia slovakia hungary towards the jews facing genocide was made with a specific underlying question namely under what circumstances are

people ready to accept or even support the discrimination segregation persecution and annihilation of their fellow citizens the degree of indifference to the fate of

the jews and the background of such attitudes are the focus of attention of most of the authors

this volume provides an in depth discussion of saul friedlander s landmark two volume history of the holocaust nazi germany and the jews it brings together a

range of internationally acclaimed historians to address the manifold conceptual and historiographical issues raised in friedlander s monumental work it includes a

major essay by friedlander himself on the challenges of producing an integrated history of the holocaust the aim of this book is not simply to evaluate friedlander

s work on its own merits but rather to use his text as a means of exploring the contours and future of holocaust historiography the central concern is to situate

his work within the broader terrain of holocaust studies and european history as well as to explore the ways in which his book opens up new directions in the

knowledge study and understanding of the shoah in particular and twentieth century genocide in general

enzo traverso s understanding the nazi genocide draws on the critical and heretical marxism of walter benjamin and the frankfurt school

several noted historians provide essays which debate and discuss the origins meanings and implications for the future based on the experience of the holocaust
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provides answers to issues that have never been examined

destroy them gradually reframes forced displacement as an annihilatory process rather than as an event that precedes an atrocity displacement crimes are defined

as the unique fusion of forced displacement with systemic deprivations of vital daily needs to destroy populations

a summary of the events that culminated in the nuremberg trials examines words of perpetrators both before and during the trials as well as legal materials

a historian s carefully researched work based on a vast array of sources documenting hitler s and himmler s responsibility for the murder of european jewry the

book details the planning and the improvisations but emphasizes the former and himmler s fanatical hatred of the jewish race as the determinative cause of the

holocaust dealing with a charged controversy breitman makes a powerful case that by march 1941 the final solution was just a matter of time and timing i e that

the holocaust was not a reflex of hitler s fear that the war in russia could not be won breitman argues that the wannsee conference merely ratified the plans and

instructed other agencies to cooperate breitman records the instances of resistance or opposition but notes that of course the cooperation of thousands many still

alive and never tried and the complicity or silence of millions were needed to carry out the murder the book concludes that himmler s brutality was more learned

than instinctive or emotional a methodical murderer impelled by racist dogma foreign affairs breitman s book is decisively important it should serve for years to

come as required reading for all who wish to make sense of the holocaust daniel jonah goldhagen the new republic looking nothing like the nordic ideal he

advocated heinrich himmler chief of the nazi ss was short flabby and balding his dull pedantic exterior disguising the caustic cowardly machiavellian immensely

cruel master of deceit within breitman presents compelling evidence that the extermination of jews was an early goal of himmler a bavarian and lapsed catholic

and his boss adolf hitler drawing on previously untapped german records as well as other source materials this engrossing detailed study constitutes a powerful

refutation of revisionist scholars who claim that hitler did not plan the final solution in advance but instead improvised it out of either military or political

frustration publishers weekly a truly path breaking book one of the few that will have a lasting impact on historical research of the period it shows both the

primacy of hitler as the motivating force in the mass murder and the way in which his initiatives were accepted and internalized by the ss on the basis of

ideology holocaust and genocide studies chilling expert history kirkus a n eminently sensible and judicious study that could well serve as a textbook on the topic

the historian breitman s research is meticulous especially valuable are his novel insights into the full and frequent communication between himmler and hitler who

it is known seldom signed an order mr breitman presents his arguments cogently michael h kater the new york times an absorbing important book that addresses

the sequence of steps leading to the final solution financial times as breitman persuasively demonstrates the situation kept changing but hitler was always in

charge and his goals always included ridding his empire of the jews los angeles times breitman is on the hunt for smoking guns he finds the goods littered
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throughout himmler s speeches and conversations breitman shows that people knew washington post book world the book is chillingly good on the uses and

abuses of language to mask atrocity newsday breitman s study is an important addition to the literature on the origins of the nazi genocide one that provides the

most likely scenario and settles important disputed questions breitman s study is a major step forward in our understanding of how the nazis initiated mass

murder german studies review an important book i much admire this work particularly for its resourceful combing of primary material there is much to learn from

this book about the final solution its origins its implementation and its hate inspired architect the american historical review

blatman writes about the end phase of the german concentration camp system when the nazis realizing that they were losing the war were faced with the

enormous problem of what to do with the people being held captive as these camps were being evacuated the collapse of the front in poland and the advance of

the red army generated frantic waves of flight and the evacuation of millions of civilians and soldiers the panicky retreat created conditions under which prisoners

were murdered in horrific death marches gas chambers in faraway camps were no longer in use and now the slaughters took place on the very doorsteps of

ordinary german civilians homes and in the streets german and austrian towns unknown numbers of ordinary civilians across the dissolving reich fearing for the

fate of their families and property participated in the lethal eruption of violence the book is divided into two sections the first part provides an detailed overview

of the camp system and a thorough chronological treatment of the camp evacuations during the winter of 1944 45 and the spring of 1945 the second part is a

case study of the atrocity in the german town of gardelegen where over 1000 prisoners were murdered along with about 400 in the surrounding villages this

event serves as a focused example of the breakdown of the evacuation plans at the end of the war

provides a history of the holocaust during world war ii focusing on the destruction of european jews and discusses the historical importance of the holocaust from

a contemporary perspective includes a chronology of events biographies of major figures and a selection of primary documents

in examining one of the defining events of the twentieth century doris l bergen situates the holocaust in its historical political social cultural and military contexts

unlike many other treatments of the holocaust this revised third edition discusses not only the persecution of the jews but also other segments of society

victimized by the nazis roma homosexuals poles soviet pows the disabled and other groups deemed undesirable in clear and eloquent prose bergen explores the

two interconnected goals that drove the nazi german program of conquest and genocide purification of the so called aryan race and expansion of its living space

and discusses how these goals affected the course of world war ii including firsthand accounts from perpetrators victims and eyewitnesses her book is immediate

human and eminently readable
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the eleven essays that comprise this book offer an integrated perspective on nazi policies of mass murder drawing heavily on primary sources from european and

american archives the collection of essays provides novel interpretations of nazi policies vis à vis ethnic religious and sexual minorities in the german occupied

territories specifically eastern europe the essays printed in this volume advance two main theses drawing a line under the functionalist intentionalist debate

regarding the origins of nazi genocide in their dealing with the lesser races the nazis proved more flexible and less single minded than has been conventionally

believed faced with what they saw as a temporary military setback the nazis were willing to renegotiate their murderous policies granting certain concessions to

the minority groups otherwise slated for destruction in the long run however the nazis never abandoned the ideology of racial exclusiveness which had contributed

to their ultimate defeat another thesis concerns the complex ethno political landscape of eastern europe that came under nazi domination german occupation

authorities encouraged ethnic rivalries and grievances which trace back to the austro hungarian and russian empires and beyond hobbesian war of all against all

that had ensued made it easier for the nazis to apply a divide and rule policy it also provided a fertile ground for collaboration specifically in the mass murder of

jews the book will appear to both academic and non academic audiences interested in the subjects as diverse as genocide ethno nationalism and minority studies

the many powerful accounts of the holocaust have given rise to women s voices and yet few researchers have analyzed these perspectives to learn what the

horrifying events meant for women in particular and how they related to them in experience and expression the authors take on this challenge providing the first

book length gendered analysis of women and the holocaust a topic that is emerging as a new field of inquiry in its own right accessible to readers on many levels

the essays portray the experiences of women of various religious and ethnic backgrounds and draw from the fields of english religion nursing history law

comparative literature philosophy french and german the collection explores an array of fascinating topics rescue and resistance the treatment of roma and sinti

women the fate of female forced laborers holocaust politics nurses at so called euthanasia centers women s experiences of food and hunger in the camps the uses

and abuses of anne frank and the representations of the holocaust in art film and literature in the postwar era the introduction provides a thorough overview of

the current status of research in the field and each essay seeks to push the theoretical boundaries that shape our understanding of women s experience and

agency during the holocaust and of the ways in which they have expressed their memories
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